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Assistant Commissioner for Patents % 
Washington, D.C. 20231 g 

Sir: 

This document is an Information Disclosure Statement to the above-identified 
patent application filed on April 23, 2001 . 
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Attached hereto is at least one form PTO-1449 listing documents believed 
relevant to the subject application, which were disclosed in the International Search 
Report of the PCT Application. The submission of the following information is not 
intended, nor should it be construed, to constitute an admission that any patent, article, 
or other information referred to herein, is "prior art," unless specifically designated as 
such. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. Section 1 .97(b), the filing of this information shall 
not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material 
information may exist. Neither its submission is to be construed that a thorough search 
is not to be conducted by the examiner. 

This Information Disclosur Statem nt identifies refer no s cited in th 
pr s cution of a corresponding for ign application. This Information Disclosur 
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Stat ment is being submitt d at th aril st practical tim , as th Int rnatlonal 
S arch Report was issued on August 3, 2001 and April 1, 2002, r spectively, and 
r c ived n January 24, 2002 and April 9, 2002, resp ctiv ly. 

It is believed this disclosure complies with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. Section 
1 .56 and the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure Section 707.05(b). If for some 
reason the examiner considers othenA/ise, it is respectfully requested that the 
undersigned be telephoned so that any deficiencies can be remedied. A copy of each 
document is enclosed. These documents are not necessarily analogous art. 
Additionally, the order of the following documents is not to be accorded any particular 
import, as the order is random. 

It is respectfully requested that these documents be: 

(1 ) fully considered by the Patent and Trademark Office during the 
examination of this application; and 

(2) represented on any patent which may issue on the application. 

Applicants respectfully request that a copy of the PTO-1449 Form, as considered 
and initialed by the examiner be returned with the next communication . 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees that may be required 
by this paper to Deposit Account No. 20-1515. A duplicate copy of this paper is 
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Respectfully submitted. 



Date: May 1 , 2002 




Connie M. Thousand 
Registration No. 43,191 
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